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MOEFD deletes fire code traffic calming

restrictions; disagreements still exist

By Sora O’Doherty

The Moraga-Orinda Fire
District adopted its new fire
code Feb. 15, with the ex-
ception that the board of di-
rectors agreed to remove a
section clarifying the re-
quirements for traffic calm-
ing measures. At the intro-
duction of the ordinance, the
town of Moraga and the city
of Orinda had objected to
the provisions, and in re-
sponse MOFD withdrew
them. But MOFD retains the
authority to authorize, or
reject, any traffic calming
measures proposed by the
town or city. Orinda Director
of Public Works Scott
Christie confirmed that "we
don't believe this has a ma-
terial impact on how traffic
calming requests are
processed."”

The removed section
503.4.1 had stated that traf-
fic calming devices shall be
prohibited in all very high

fire hazard severity zones.
and required that all appli-
cations for traffic calming
devices provide information
on the volume of traffic, the
posted speed limit, the num-
ber of accidents in the pre-
vious three years attributed
to excessive speed, the traf-
fic engineer’s determination
that the site is suitable for
traffic calming, the number
of citations or warnings is-
sued, as well as summaries
of education and enforce-
ment efforts.

At the Feb. 15 meeting, it
was decided that, following
further discussions with ei-
ther the Orinda-MOFD 2x2
committee or direct discus-
sions with staff or elected
officials, one of several op-
tions could be adopted. One
option would be to issue a
blanket permit to the city
and the town for traffic
calming measures other
than speed bumps, speed
humps and tabletops, that is,

any physical alteration to the
roadway that would sub-
stantially alter the speed
over which fire and emer-
gency vehicles could travel
on that road. Other options
include exempting such non-
physical traffic calming
measures or issuing minis-
terial permits upon applica-
tion by the city or town.

Fire Marshal Jeff Isaacs
confirmed to Lamorinda
Weekly that MOFD will pro-
ceed with an internal policy
on traffic calming measures.
Whenever the city or town
wishes to approve a physical
traffic calming measure, it
has to submit a permit, to
which, Isaacs said, the MOFD
will apply language in a
standard operating proce-
dure. The MOFD is con-
cerned about the effect of
traffic calming measures on
fire engines and ambu-
lances, as well as upon evac-
uations during emergency
situations.

Orinda Mayor Inga
Miller has expressed to the
MOFD board the city’s belief
that the ability to have traf-
fic calming measures are
important for pedestrian
safety and bicycle safety.
Orinda City Manager David
Biggs submitted written
comment to the MOFD board
expressing the city’s views
that traffic calming opportu-
nities are of tremendous
value to the council and our
neighborhoods. He wrote
that the city council re-
quested that the board con-
sider alternatives to an out-
right ban and would like to
engage with the fire district
to ensure that there is
a shared understanding of
what types of devices are
covered, there is a process to
consider exceptions to any
type of ban, and that fire re-
lated considerations be bal-
anced against other public
safety concerns including
traffic.
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And he plays golf with a group called
the Blind Squirrels. “We’re not very
good, but even blind squirrels can find
an acorn every now and then,” he says.

Says Srivatsa, “Thank you for your
countless contributions to Lafayette,
Mayor Mike!”

The 2023 Citizen of the Year Dinner
Honoring Mike Anderson will be held
on Friday, March 24 at the Lafayette
Park Hotel & Spa. Reception with no
host bar from 6 to 7 p.m. Dinner at 7
p-m. Evening ends at 9 p.m. Seating is
limited. Tickets can be purchased on
the Lafayette Chamber of Commerce
website:
https://cca.lafayettechamber.org/
EvtListing.aspx?dbid2=CALAF
&evtid=82038&class=B

Letters to the editor

Ways to consume less

Remember your 3 R’s? Reduce,
Reuse, Recycle. But there are actually
more R’s! Rethink before you purchase
or consume something to see if you really
need said item, or see if you can do with-
out (Refuse!) If you need it, see if you can
borrow from a friend or neighbor (try
out our local Buy Nothing Lafayette
groups!) or even rent from a local busi-
ness. If you cannot, then maybe Reduce
your consumption of the item. Reuse,
Refill, Repair/Repurpose as much as you
can to prolong the uses of the item. Ulti-
mately, at the end of its life, find a way to
responsibly Recycle or Rot (i.e. compost).
From grocery bags, coffee cups, water
bottles, utensils to even bigger items like
smart phones, TV’s, and furniture... swap
to reusable, high-quality alternatives or
make do with what you already have!

Thanks to California laws like AB619,
customers are allowed to bring their own
containers and cups to businesses to be
filled with food/beverage items. So the
next time you stop by a business to order
coffee or boba, bring your own (BYO) cup
or jar! You might even score a small dis-
count for doing a good deed (thank you
Starbucks)! The Contra Costa County
Health department is supportive of cus-
tomers bringing their own containers,
and you can even hear it directly from
them in this webinar hosted by the
Lafayette Chamber given May 2022:
https://lafayettechamber.org/reusables/
(scroll to 19:53). To learn more about
how customers and businesses can work
together to make BYO mainstream, you
can look to these really cool graphics at
this website:
https://www.canadareduces.ca/health.

Shout out to Lilikoi Boba in down-
town Lafayette who is totally cool with
me bringing my own KleanKanteen cup
for filling up with boba milk tea. They
serve beverages in 160z and 200z cups,
so know your cup or jar’s dimensions be-
forehand to help out the employee serv-
ing you! Many of us have conditioned to
BYO reusable bags when grocery shop-

ping. Let’s expand that to BYO cups, con-
tainers, and utensils!

Nancy Hu DDS
Lafayette

In support of Measure Z

Orinda has great schools because we
have great teachers. My 7th grade and
10th grade children have had veteran
teachers that have taught in Orinda for
many years and also young professionals
that bring energy and new ideas to the
classroom. Keeping great teachers in
Orinda classrooms is the single most im-
portant thing we can do to keep our
schools among the best.

My parents moved to Orinda for the
great schools in 1975 and my sister and I
attended Sleepy Hollow, Orinda Interme-
diate and then Miramonte. The number
one reason I returned to Orinda to raise
my children is the great Orinda public
schools.

Orinda students move on to high
school, college and careers prepared for
success. However, Orinda teachers are
among the lowest paid in our area and
Orinda increasingly loses qualified and
experienced teachers to other school dis-
tricts that offer more competitive
compensation.

Voting YES on Z provides locally
controlled funding directly to Orinda’s
elementary schools and intermediate
school to make Orinda schools less de-
pendent on Sacramento for funding.

Whether you are like me and have
kids in Orinda schools now or you had
kids in the schools in the past, we all
benefit from maintaining quality educa-
tion in our community.

By Tuesday, March 7th, join me in
finding your ballot and voting YES on
Measure Z to keep great teachers in
Orinda.

Dana Wentworth

Orinda Union Alum

Sleepy Hollow & Orinda Intermediate
Parent

Measure Z is fiscally sound

As a former Certified Public Accoun-
tant (CPA), I always do my homework on
any funding measure before casting my
vote. I know a fiscally sound plan when I
see one, and Measure Z is just that.

Voting YES on Z provides locally
controlled funding directly to Orinda’s
elementary schools and intermediate
school to make Orinda schools less de-
pendent on Sacramento for funding,
while annual audits and independent
citizens’ oversight will ensure that funds
are spent responsibly and as promised.

As a 36-year Orinda resident and
former OUSD parent, [ know what an im-
pact local teachers and schools have on
our students’ lives and our local quality
of life. I've already cast my Yes on Z vote
and hope you will join me in doing the
same before next Tuesday, March 7.

Bob Burt
36-Year Orinda Resident

Keep great teachers in Orinda with
Measure Z

Having recently completed my term
on the Orinda Union School District
Board of Trustees, I have watched with
concern as a growing number of teachers
leave Orinda for other neighboring
school districts with more competitive
pay. For example, last year 18 teachers
left OUSD; there are around 20 teachers
at each elementary school, so losing 18 is
equivalent to losing an entire Del Rey,
Glorietta, Sleepy Hollow or Wagner
Ranch teaching staff. Furthermore, over
the past four years the district has lost 55
teachers, or almost 40% of the teaching
force. While teachers leave for a variety
of reasons and it is impossible to know
exactly how many leave over salary con-
cerns, clearly OUSD is grappling with a
retention problem. In addition, our dis-
trict is also faced with a recruitment
problem because qualified applicants
can go to other school districts that offer

more money to new teachers. Many
other nearby districts give higher start-
ing salaries as well as signing bonuses
for new hires. Currently, we can’t com-
pete with these districts financially so we
continue to lose potential excellent new
teachers to other places.

While I was on the Board I voted to
place Measure Z on the ballot because it
is the only realistic mechanism we have
to recruit and keep the best teachers here
in Orinda. We rank near the bottom of all
school districts in California with regard
to state funding and this funding situa-
tion is not going to change anytime soon.
Locally controlled funding from Measure
Z can only be used to attract and retain
teachers, support quality academic pro-
grams, and keep class sizes small. By law,
funds cannot be taken away by the state
or used for administrator salaries.

One of the most important predictors
of student success is the teacher in the
classroom, and Orinda’s teachers are
what sets our district apart. The bottom
line is that quality teachers are essential
for maintaining quality education in
Orinda schools. This election is ex-
tremely important and Measure Z needs
support from two-thirds of voters to pass.
Please take the time to find your ballot,
mark Yes on Z and mail it back by March
7th. Our kids are counting on us!

Liz Daoust
Former Orinda Union School District
Board Member and OUSD Parent
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